

Adopted 7/26/16


Introduced by Council Member Wilson and Co-Sponsored by Council Member Carter: 

RESOLUTION 2016-447-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF LESLIE JOSEPH BERTRAND, JR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Leslie Joseph “Les” Bertrand, Jr. was born in Anahuac, Texas in 1946 and graduated from East Chambers High School in Winnie, Texas; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Bertrand enlisted in the Naval Reserve prior to his graduation from high school and subsequently converted to active duty in the Navy in 1965, where he served honorably until his retirement in August 1986; and


WHEREAS, Les Bertrand was an aircraft mechanic, instructor, in-flight technician and radio operator in the Navy, serving a tour of duty in Vietnam in 1970-71 aboard the USS Hancock with fighter squadron VF-211 and tours in San Diego, Memphis, Chicago and Jacksonville, where he settled after retirement from the service and his final assignment at NAS Cecil Field; and 


WHEREAS, after retiring from the Navy, Mr. Bertrand joined the JEA as a fiber optic technician where he worked from 1988 to his second retirement in 2011; and


WHEREAS, Les Bertrand was a very active member and leader in the Vietnam Veterans Association of Jacksonville, Chapter  1046, including serving as the Director of Public Affairs and later as President of the chapter, and was also active with the Patriot Guard Riders until his recent passing; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and accomplishments of Leslie Joseph “Les” Bertrand, Jr. and recognizes his outstanding service as a Navy veteran and dedicated employee of the JEA. Mr. Bertrand’s contributions to his country and to Jacksonville will be long and gratefully remembered, and the City extends to his family and friends its most sincere condolences upon his passing.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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